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Aboard the Tscorg Carrier WATOMA BAV October 24th:

This was one of the stranceet sea battles ever fought., The wlctors
were running awav from the losers. The losers had heavy odds in their
favor. From mv notebook, hour by hour, I can recount 1it.

At about 9 o'clock this morning, the situation was simnle, and
ominrus., A Japanrge force of 4 battleshing, 8 heavv cruiec~rs and
about 10 Aegtrovers wag alreadv shﬂll‘! ne our "babv flat tovs.,® They
had been gheiling us for more than 2 hours. The big Jap warshins,
had suop~rior range. -Thev had armoy sgainst which our carrirr guns
were of 11ttle us~. They had swarms of land based bembers aiding them,
Aré worle, thé Japs had the speed. They wera overtaking us, bringing
carri~r aftnr carrier into range.

We had no portection other than our alrcraft,, our maneuv-rability
and a gallant destrover screcn.

Fateful decisions had to be made by Rcar Admirgl T. L. Sprague
in over-sll command, and by Rear Admirals C. A. F. ‘Snrague and F- 1*x
Stump,.: On their: tactlcq denonded the lives of thousands of our Ameori-
can sallors on these 16 carrirrss: o

SAINT LO (formerly the MIDWAY), Capt. F. J. McKenna; “AMBIE?rBAX;
Capt., W.:V. R. Viecweg; KALINIW BAY, Capt, T. B. Williamgon; KITKJXN PAY,
Capt. J. P. WHITNTV:FANSHAW BAY, Capt D. P. Johnson; WHITT PLAIVS,
Copt. A. K, Morohouso' MANILA BAY, Caot Fitzhugh Lce~ OMMANEY BAY,
Cant. H. L. Young: KADASHAN BAY, Capt. R, N, Hunter; MARGUa I85LALD,
Capt. C. F. Greber:! SAVO ISLAND, Capt. C. %@. Vkstorm- SANGAI'ON, Capt.
M. %. Browder; SUWANNERW, Capt. W. D. Johnson: SANT®E, Cavt. =, &,
Bliek and PVTROF BAY, Caot. J. L. KANE

ann the 1line of these many’ carriero the order had flashhd——
"Launch all availlable planes," and to somr of the destroyers the mes-
sager, "Go in and attack."

Aboard our carricrs, their 1in~ of retrrat streching for milrg
A%l handg whrked feveriahlv, rpqnyvicimg and .eg2tfing awavy =2very Av-nger
torprdo plan~ anAd Wildest/fightsr; then walting 0 tak? them on acaln,
rearm them, fly them away once mo=s for further gstrikesg at the Japs.

The heavvy Jap tinits oregsed 10rward, closing on us, and the plicht
of ‘the roarmost carri-rs causecd me to writp shakily in my notebook,
tliey are b~ine heavily ghrlled by Jap crulscrgiand battleghins; tho

1tuat10n looks almogt hopnlergs, .

‘To my 1imited vislon, at that” timn, 1t geemed grim, The GAMRIRR
RAY took a bie Jap sh~ll that knocked out on of her engines. This gud-
den slowing of her, nlus the Japls spred, came 'a result which wag weird
to the eyeg of our pilots overhead. The GAMBITR BAY was ov~rtaken by
the entire Jap floot, and the Jap heaviesg dnlibnratﬁly riddlrd her,
point blank, and sent her to the bottom but with a great numb@r of.

- her crew #gved lafrr.

To our pillots,-abov~, there was also the glght of the SAINT 1O, -
heavily hit and afire, hor crew going over the starboard silde to a-
bandon ship, and an nscort picking up survivors. ,

Somr of our flisrs perhavg saw the brave ~nd of. 2 dnstroyﬁrs who
wor~ among thos ' attacking the great Jap éhivs and who took mortal
vounds, the JOHNSTOM and the HOEL, ‘dead in the watar and swent backward
1n the tilde: of battle. And some of them saw the gallant 1ittle de-
stroyer cscort SAMU“L Bs ROBTRTS when she was sunk on her couragroud
torpedo run. : A R o vy g

I myserlf saw, during on~ period, shells from the forsmost Jap
warshlp falling ov-r our destroyer screen, astern of the NATCYA BAY
on which I stood. The Japs usr = green dye to mark hits for snotting
and the plumeg of water rxplodrd a beautiful irideseent green in the

cl=ar gunlight agalnet” the dark blue gea.

Farther ahead of us, most’ remote 'from the Durquing Jan "arthps
but not anv more immune than we wrre to Jap panas “land based bombars
were the converted olleyd. SANGAMON, SUWANNTE, Sd SANTEE, and the
Kalaser carrier PRTROF RAY, ™hev Drobablv saw nb shrll splashes but, in
my log of todavs action thls brief exclted entrv tells that they too
were busy. "The carriers in the van are now under air aftqck If the
planeg-already launched cannot ston the 'Janancsge ......

We expected no outslde aid.' The older Init-~d qtatns battleshlips
wore busy ~lsrwhern, victorioHS‘”ralnst the Japanes~ foree in Surigso
Straits. And the fq* 18 fast / rirr tagk force wag far to the north
of tha scenes of tV¥ gimalt’ 18 battles.
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Then, in aulck seauence, theess things hanpened:

"The Japanese force isg splitting turning awav......

"mhe torpedo planes have stooped the Japanese. At least 1 Jap
crulser had been torpedoed and sunk-~other cruisers and the battle-
shins have been hit."

T know now that the cruis-r mentioned in that notes of min~ wa
tornrdord bv Tngign George W. Galennie of Shreveport, La., and Trsign.
Robert F. Voltz of Chicago. ‘ - )

During that alr attack, which saved us for the first time, Lt (1e)
Leon S. Conner of Bufaula, Ala., #ade his bombine run first on a Jap
battl-ghip, through heavy fla¥, but 4id not "drop" becaus~ the ship
wag turning too sharply. 8o he made a second run through the bursting
ack-ack, dropped his fish, and hit a cruiser with it., Clear of the
flak, Lt. Conn~r found an Avenger circling behind a cloud, its pilot cal’
calling him on the radlo, saying he had a torpedo and would Conner go
in ahead of him and strafe!! Conner Ald. For the third time he made 2
run, his machine guns rattling agalnst the combined might of a Javo
crulser's batteries. . The unknown Avenger pllot,behind himdropped his
torpedo. It went home in the crulsers belly--and as Connsr cleared the
hall of heavy fire, banked, turned and looked bsack, he saw the strick-
en Avenger fall, strike the sea, flame for a few seconds, and disap-
pear. beneath the surface.

For hours today the sailors on our baby flat-tops'‘worked under
terrible pressure and yet with preeision. C,ews swarmed over the re-
turning olancs, loaded tornedoes and bombsg, readiesd them for more take-
offg, Mostly bombs, because our escort carriers had come to the Phil-
iopines primarily to bomb anA strafe enemy forces on shore and not to
fight the Japanege battleships unailded.

The regult of that preclsion/work by thousands of American sall-
ors 1s written in such pround phrases as this from my log:

"At 11:15. A striking force has launched arein.......

Armed, gased, briefed, fed sindwichrs, launched in rapid . sky fleets-
Another strike, Back again. All through the forenoon, this sunlit and
chagtly davy of Cct. 24, 1t went on. Our ships fleeing at the start,
and we aboard them wondAering Af the pillots, a good many of whom were .
in their first real combat, could stop the march of the Jan battleshlps. «
Wondering too 1f thess babv flat-tops, built in the Kaiger yards in a
matter of months would have the atamina for such a Job against those
Jap warshins,

The final sansweor.to our Aoubts was written in my log:

"T"ha Japanege forcs has been whioned by nlanes. Jananese ships
1i» erionled in their poolg of oil...the surviving shins are running
for theiyr lives, leraving their wounded behind., The battle has turned
and we are no longer the prusued but are now the pursuers., A Jap battle-
ship,a -erulsrr and adstoryer are ignored.bv our pursulng planes as
they lie crinpled in the gea.’ We are harrying thém in thelr retrest,."

AnA that 1s th= story, except that at 4:30 this afternoon the Jap,
who could not outfight us with surface shirs, sent more lanAd based
plancs, some 40 o044, to attack us as the sun angled low. We shot down
18 of those Jap bombers.. None of them scored a hit on us.

(TAltors Note: Unkown to this oye-witness, planes from the Thirad
Fleets fast carrler task force also reached and struck this Jap force
at 1:20 that afternoon. The Japancse were therefore turned back by the
comulative effect of : (1) carricr based air nounding on the 23rd, (2%
pouniing by planes from the. 18 "baby flat tors" Auring the forenoon
of the 24th as “egcribed herein, (3) the arrival of fast carrier task
forces rlanes the aftrrnoon of the 24th, and (4) their knowledge that
they would shortly be at the mercy of our Third and Seventh Fleets, be-
cause the other 2 Jap forces, that in Surigao Strait and that off Luzon,
?aﬁ both suffered staggering A~feats that same Ray in this trinle
t?econﬂ)ﬁattlp of the Philinpines - Sea". The eye witness narrative con-

nues. ‘ ;

And so, alrcraft and the gallant Aestroyers and destrover ~scorts
have saved 14 of our 16 baby flat tops., Two of us are sunk, the SAINT
L0 and the GAMBITR BAY, others have been Aamaged, ! :

. It hag been a lone Aagvy, this 24th of October, and few Aates more
glorious have been logged in the history of our Navy,
(Taken from the Honolulu Advertiger)
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