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Aboard. the rscort Carrler NATOI(A BAY Octobpr 24th:{.' Th1s r,rae one oi the stranees.t sea bettles e-yer foueht. T}re vlctorn
r,retae runnlng svrsy f rorn the logere . The l-osene ]rdd heaw odds tn theln
f avot . Fr.orn mtr notnbook, hour by hour, I can recount 1t"

At abOui 9 o'cLock thls rnornlng; the sltuatlon rdss strt6]or &Eil
ontnou,s, A Janannsn f6pgo of 4 battl-esh1ng, I heavrr cruieors and
about 10 rlestrcyArg ti,ag alrcad.rr shclIr..ng our rlbabv fl.ax tlirrr:;,,ri' 'ihe:i
had bo,'n sh^I]J.nE us fOl. moro than 2 hourrr. Thtr blg Jarc riirr.r'gi.ll-ns.
hail suo"rlor. rango. .Thev had arrrui aqa.lnst whlch ot.tl' oarr'le.r guns
ruopn r:f. ilttlrt '.:.s-. Thev harl. Bt^rat.ms. of tand based bcmbers a1r1l"ne them.
Anfi.iry'orbe, thn JaDs had. the speed. Tltoy were ovartakl,ng us, brlnqlngc&rrl-r aft^r carrler lnto range.I{p had no portectlon othni than our alncraft,,ourt'manouv'rablllty
ancl a gallant destroyer Bcrnen.Fataful declslons had to be made b-v Rcar Admlral T. L. Sprague,ln ovqr-all bornmandr and by Rear .A,dml rals C. A. F.'S,.,rague and F'Ii.x
Stump.. 0n thelr.tactlcs clenr.nilecl thl llves of thousands of our Amlrl-
can sall-ors on theen 16 carrlrrsl:

SAI1']T L0 (for.mcrly tho }!IDI,IAY), Capt. F. J. I.{cKenna; aA}{BIEI BAY',
Capt. W.'V. H. Vl,nrareg; KAl,INlll BAY, Capt, T. B. 1{1IIlamson; KIi'KtJitl EAf,
9*pt. J. P. IIHITI{IY;FANSHAI,{ BAY, CaFt, D. P. Johnson; WHITE Pi,r\I"rli,
Cc.pt. A. f . Norehouee; I;ANILA BAY, Caot. Fltzhush L^ei OlrliA\EY Bp.Y;
Cant. U. L. Young; KADASHAI{ BAY, Caot. q. N. llunt"r;'MAHeUg ISL,A-i),
.Capt" C. F. Greb"ri SA'/0 ISLAI{D, Cant. C. q. Ekstorm; SAIIGA]10N, Capt.
]1 . E. Browclnr; SIII{ANIVETI , Capt. l,f. D. Johnson; SAITIT-$i Cent. {. E
B11ck; ana PEtroF nffil-ffit. -r.-il-TINE.-' Dr.,trn th^ 11ne of 'thpso nany carrlers th. orilnr harl f lashod--rlT,aunch all avallabl^ plan.s, " anf,'to somn of tho drstroynrs the mos-
sagr', llGo 1n anrl attack.ll' Aboard our car:nl"rs, thelr 11nr of ret.nat strochlng for r11^s.1j hanrjq u,rrknd ,f ^vnnlsh'l''i. . resoTvlc.lns an,1 ,gltdlnq ar^rav ev,.l"I. Ay-ng1f
to:"pnrl.o plan^ and Wlldoat7f tght"r"; jthen '",altl'nEf ltd taka th-prn on arzaLn,
reatm thorilr f1y them alqay onc^ rno',o for" funthon gt'rlkog at tho Japs..

Thn hr:avy Jap trnlt.s 'orogsafl torrnlarrl , closlng on Ue, anrl the pLlEht
of tho r^armost carrl .I"E! causcd. me to.rilrl tp shalrtlv ln my notobookrt!,gf ar.^ b^lne fins\7tlu eh.Iiod. by Jap.'cruls.rs;and battLfghlns i thesltuatlon looks alnnost hon^1oss.

To my 11rn'l t^d vl 61on, at that'tirl" , 1t sqpmed grtm. Thn GAI'IB] ER
BAY took a bls J.ap sh^l1 that linock.il out on of hpr englnes. Th'is si:d-"or'n sIOrolns of hen, olus thp .JaptS 

Spaed,'Ga.me's rosult whlch rias rnr.lyflto'tho Fvos of bur rr-i-Io.ts overhe4it. The GAITBIEB BAY rnrps ov-ntaken b:rthp nntlno Jap floetr and tho, Jap hnavtes il^11b.rateIy r1dr1I,^d herrrolnt blankr arlr1 ,srmt her.to the bottom but r.rIth a grhat nu.mber of
To our pllot'Li,abovn, there r.ras also the slght of the SAIII1 LO,.heavlly hIt and af1rr., her cre'* g.olng over thp starboard eldn to a*bardon shlp, anil an nscort olcklng up.sunvlvors.
Som" pf ouy.,fllnrs Derhans siw thc br.avo onit of.2 ilestroy.rs whowcr'^ among thos' attacklng the great. Jap*rlns and l'rho took moi.tal

v-'oltnclsr' the'JOHI,ISTOII and the HOEL,'tilbad, 1n thc.rrrator and sr,rent bnckt"rardln thn tlde,of battlc.' Anit Bomn of thcm eaw the gallant 1lttln de-stroycr ecrcort SAMU4L Br RoBiRTs 'ohen' shg r^ias sun.k on-hpr couiao"iru.rtorpedo run. . '

I mysnlf savr, (Iur1 nfl on. perlocl', shrlls frorn th^ for.mbst .TaDwarshlD fa]l1ng ov6r our dastroyor sct?eenr Sstnrn of .thp NATCyA.BAYon lrhlch f stood.. The Japs usc 'e groen,fly" to rnark hlts for snottlnrr
and tho pli-rmos of watnr .:rproano-a''u"autiiur'i.rrJ;so"ni"g."an"l;'ih;-
clt:Ery sunllght agalhst'th'n d.ark bluo sea

, Farther'ahead of tis; moet"r.Dmo!i"f rom th,-'pursulr".g tlan niarshlpebut not ahy more lmmune than rnte r.,-ro'to Japant'rns.G-[and based bomb^rs,
Kalsnr carrler PTTROF BAy, -hcy'pt.o6ffiTy=E-atlr np sfriff enlhshes but 1n
my log of torlavs'actlon thls brlef 'oxc1tef, .nt:'"i,. !eIIs that they toot,ero busY. flTh; carrlors 1rl thn van'al"e irow und.n alr'attack" If thenlancg'alraerlrr f 4snslod cannot stor: thn Janen..qe ..:...:,t

Wo oxpostod no outsJ.r4:e ald.' The ol-r1or TIy1lf,nfl. Statna battlnehlr,s
vrnJ.n buov .1s.r,rhern, vletorlorrq.-' ratngf, tho Jananos^ f orcp 1n 5ur1flaoStralts. And. tha f:r''' rs fast.; rlnr tadk fotco rdas far t,o tho northof tha doonag of w' slmalt./r re battLes.
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Then, 1n oulek seouence, thegp thlngs hannened:llThe Jananese foree 1s splltt-l-ng turnlne att&Iro.. r. r r \ilThe tor.pedo Dlanes have etonpetL the JaDaneee. At leaet 1 Jap
erulser had been torperloeil and sunk--other orulsens and thp battle-
ehlns hav. been h1t. rl

T knor,t non f,lrtr thc or.ul s^r'mentlonod 1n that note of r'1 na,..vaF
tornorl.oacl br Enstgn Geonge W. Galennlr" of Shrpvcport, La., and {ne1,en.aobart F. r/o'l.tz of Chl eago.-- -Durfng ttrt *fr dtir"t, r"rhlch savpd lls for the flret t1m'4, Lt(lg)
Lpon S. Connpr of Eufaula, ALa. r ',iar{p hl s bomblng run Elrst on a Jap
battI.ehlp, throttgh. lrrasyy flalr, but d1d not ildroprr bocauso the ehlp
was tul.nlng too eharply. So hc madlr' a eeeonil run.throuqh the buretlng
ack-ack, dropped h1s fIsh, and hlt a cnulser wlth lt. Clear of the
flak, Lt. Conn^r,found an Avenger c1ncLlng behlnd a cloud,1ts pllot crrl'
callLng hlrn on the radlo, Eaylng ho hatL a torpeflo ancl r^tould Conner go
1n ahead of h1m and strafel! Conner rlld. t'on the th1 rd tlme he made a'run, hIs maphlnc guns rattllng agalnet the oombln.d mlEht of a Jno
crulsert s batterlFe. .. The unknown Avenger pll,ot--bnhlnd htm Ca"qpped h1s
torpeilo. It '.,rent hom^ 1n the cruleers bel]-y--and as Connr.r olpared the
ha1I of heavy flrn, bankod, turneil and looked back, he savr the strlck-
en Avpngor faIl, strlkr. the eea, fLamo for a few eeconilg, anfl dlsap-
pear. beneath the surface.

For hours todal the sall-ors on our baby flat-tops'tvot'ked und.erterrlble pro6sure and yet wlth nroclslon. C.etrs errrarmed- over thp re-
turnlng nlancsl loaded toroo,l.oee anrl bombs, r.eadtled them for more take-
offe, Moetly bombe, boeauee our eBcol.t carrrlerg hait come to the ?h11-
loplnes pr.1marlIy to bomb and Btrafe enemy forcrre on ehore anrl not toflght the Japancee battleshlne unalded,

Thr rosult of that nrect6lon.,woFk by thou6ai1,1e of Amnrlcan salL-ore ls wr.ltten ln euch'Dround phri?Beg ae thls fv.om my 1og:tlAt 11:15. A strlklne fo:r'ee; hae Lqunohad ar"a.ln...... 'rl
Armeri r fiespd r brlef ed , f erl ei.nd.r^rlchne r launch:',1. 1n ranId. .aky f Leete .

Anothor strlka. Baek agaln. Al-1 thr"ough the forenoon, thle sunllt andghnstly dav of Cct. 24, 1t r'rent on. Our shlrre fleel.ng at the start'
and r,re aboarrl thern wondenlns 1f th. nlLots, a goo4 manv Of whom wene
ln thetr. flrst r.al eombat, ecuLd ston the march of the Jao battleehlps"
t{onrle:"1 ng too 1l thpsa babv fl-at-tope, bu11t ln thp Kalsor vards ln a.
mattpn of months woul^ hava the ntamlna for sueh a.'lob agalnst thope
{an r^rarshlnc.

Thp flna1 rlrtsrriaT.to oul" ,{oubtg was r^rrltton ln m,r/ Log:rrTh. Janan6Fp forea has been rdhlnnon bv nlan.e. Japanoen shlps
11o crlonleC ln thelr Dools of o11...the survlvlnq ehlne ar.e runntngf.or tholr L1v.,q;' lnavlne thelr .l4eurnded behlna. Th; battle has turned.
and'$re ?ro no longel thr; nrusued but are now the pureuors. A Jap battln-.
ehlpr',a,.efuleGr nnrl a,tstoryrrr ane lgnor"ed.by our'oursulng planF,s agthey 11e crlnpl"ed 1n tho 6ea. ' Ife ar6r harnylng thcnr 1n thelr rctreat,.ll

Anrl. that ls th^ story, cxcept that at +:.'!0 ttrts aftprnoon the Jap,
who couLd not outflght us wlth eurface 6h1ns, sent more land base{planesr.Bone 40 od.C; to attack us as thn sun angled 1ow, lfe ehot hor^rn16 of.those Jap bombere.. None of them.eeored. a trtt orl uBo(Ell.ltors Note: Unkornn to thls cye-wltness, planes f rom rthe ?hlrd.FLeete faet carr,lnr. task force aLeo reaehed. anrl'struck thls Jan forceat 1:20 that sff,npnoon. The Japan,.,6e were therefore turnerl back b.y thocomulatlve eff ect of : (1) car"rlnr,basn4 a1r nounrllng on Nhe Z\rd," l2lpoun4lng by planae from the. 16 rrbqly flat tonerr durlng the forenoonof the 24t,rr ad ^eecrtbed hereln, (s) tf,e arnlval of fast oarnler taekforees nlaneg the aftnnnoon of the 24thr and (+) tnetr knowle4ge thntthey wou1r1 shortly bo at the mercy of oun Tyrtra anri- Beventb Fleete,. be-
cauBo the othetr 2 Jan foreear'that ln 8ur'lgao Str"alt qn'r f,hst off Luzon,
hart both euffererl etaggerlng d^feats that iame day ln thls trtnlerrsecon4 Eattlp of tfrp"lhl1linlneg.,,Seatt. The eye wltne6s nar"ratlvo eon-tlnues. )
_ An'! so, alrciaft and. thc gallant d-estroyers anrl d,cstr.oyer trscorts
have saverr 14 of our 16 baby flat tops, Two of u6 afo sunk, thn CAINT
LO end the GAMBTEF BAY, othpns havp br"en Aarnaged. '.i

It' has bopn a lonc, dav, thls 24th of Octoben, an4,f prr Aates incrrn. glorloue fieya |on6 loeg^n 1n tho hlstony of our Navy.(Taken fnon the Honolulrr Srrynl!lsay)


